ISSN 0286 — 844X

TR LT K ¥

& 3

Examining the Globalization of Leh City’s Social Capital from: 1989 to 2010 : A Case Study on the

Role of Social Capital, in the Leh City’s Economic Development during the Kashmir Conflict
...................................................................................................... Mathew PHILIP

JEAGFREREIC B BBINT 4 7 & ORI D\ T~ Big Five & OB % H.lM 2~

............................................................................................................... #&Hﬂ '7_)2'?‘

BREIR U7 8 OZBIRGHBIBI [0 ] DI DU Tovvrvverennnnnnnenensssnneeneee T R
.

(HE/ — 1)

WL7)<if)f?/\/0)ci’)&U'“‘§j % ............................................................ 7]:2($ j—\‘_A

7T — VN - BERRSEEAELC X B MR OB ORI BT 5%

........................................................................... :‘@,ﬁg ?_:‘C:% I%%é& Hﬁﬂ‘EB u;é%
.

(REEHE)

KL D B FE AR A 1 % 58 L C MU AR S 2 LB 2 DR IS 2 — %%

............................................................................................. @};ﬁg gﬁ% %}([J_I ﬁﬁ‘j

FAE LN BT B IER &8I AR 7ita

....................................... %m%}%%} (‘i‘ﬁ ;"ffEEIZ 7]:.2\-83 fi} %}([J_I Eﬁ:’[ %u_l %@}

PRI RAEANDIB LT & 1 & I E 0 DS~ T H0EE DI & oo 8 B

20214F 3 H

1

28

37

51

61

68

79

98



BRI H 49 (2021)

Examining the Globalization of Leh City's Social Capital from:
1989 to 2010 : A Case Study on the Role of Social Capital, in the
Leh City's Economic Development during the Kashmir Conflict

Dr. Mathew Philip*

Keywords

Globalization, Social Capital, Leh, Economic development, Kashmir Conflict

Introduction

With the globalization and the end of the Cold War, the continued political and military tensions
between the democratic alliances of the United States of America and the communist alliances
of the Soviet Union have subsided in the world. For many observers, globalization and fall of the
political and ideological walls have enabled an environment in which grass-root level movements
emerged, providing social and civic space for people to engage with their local communities. The
end of the political and military tensions of the Cold War and Globalization also have resulted in a
decline of the conflicts and wars among and between the nations of the two conflicting ideological
blocks. However, since the late 1980s the world has witnessed a various type of conflict's
resurgence within the former communist countries and between and within the democratic
and totalitarian countries in different parts of the world. Yet, the full nature and impact of the
waves of conflicts those have swept across the Post-Cold War world in various parts of the
global society among and between the various ethnic communities, religions, political parties, and
ideological groups as well as between religious and civil society is unclear.

The renowned scholar Booth Ken has brought to the attention of the world, in his book “Theory
of World Security” that the nature and frequency of conflict has considerably changed after the
Cold War. According to him, during the Post-Cold War period “the threats to our society are
proliferating and surging in the direction of destructiveness.” His finding has become a wakeup
call for several democratic countries and international institutions. And later various international
institutions’ research findings also have intensely endorsed his view. For example, the May 2003
World Bank policy research reports have pointed out about a steep increase in the number of
conflicts. Alarmed at the steep increase in the conflict World Bank has appealed to the authorities
and to the world political leaders to adopt a credible plan to contain the civil wars, intrastate
conflicts and violence. World Bank’s call for action to establish a socio-political environment for a
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better economic development has awakened institutions and people concerned to take necessary
steps to bring to an end to the intrastate conflicts upsurge? Also the yearly reports from 1999
to 2010 of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) have drawn world's
attention to the alarming growth in the number of conflicts. According this report annual number
of conflicts has doubled during the post-Cold War period. The yearly reports have warned
that armed conflicts will become a major impediment to economic and social development and
sustained peace in many countries. The UNHCR has urged world through the member nations to
make preventing further increase in the conflict and violence as world's highest priority in this
dangerous era® The UNHCR's reports as alarm bell have drawn political leaders’ attention to
civil wars and ethnic conflicts, a new political risk in the Post-Cold-War world that were forgotten
or ignored during the Cold War. Further reasons for such concerns are echoed in Samuel
Huntington's controversial Clash of Civilizations thesis, a writing that has regained popularity
after the serious of coordinated terrorist attacks launched by the Islamist terrorist groups upon
the United States on September 11, 2001.

Attack on the World Trade Center was an event, which in some respects marked a new and
strained era in relationship between United States and Muslim World. Several politicians have
argued that terrorist attack upon United State has marked a beginning of new type of political
and military tension between Western civilization and Islamic militants. The beginning of
political and military tension between United States and Islamic militants has developed a new
disorder and Islamophobia in many countries in the world. With the rise of new world disorder,
Islamophobia and the continued military tension between United States and Islamic militants,
the world has witnessed a conflict related discomfort's resurgence among and between various
countries. For many observers, new world disorder and resurgence of conflict related discomfort
among and between various countries have erected new political and ideological walls that have
prevented communities’ grass root engagements.

Several scholars have argued that Post-Cold War world disorder that prevents communities’
grass root engagement probably hold more complexities than the Cold-War conflicts. So, one
should not underestimate the impact of the discomfort felt between various communities and
somewhat conflictual nature of the new world disorder. For example, there has been noticeable
conflict related discomfort and disagreement among and between various world religions
at various levels and to varying degree present global society. In several countries, lack of
transparency with regards to the Hindu, Muslims, Christian, and Jewish communities’ religious
motives and activities have deepened rivalry and discomfort among them. In India’s case, due
to the lack of transparency with regards to the religious activities on several levels there can
now be identified confrontation and discomfort among Hindus, Muslims, and Christians. One of
the recent examples of discomfort and tension between these religions in India can be found in
the Hindu responses to the Christian and Muslim communities’ religious activities. During the

2 A World Bank Policy Research Report, Breaking the Conflict Trap, May 2003, 1-5.
3 UNHCR, Global Report 2010 (published in June) , available at http://www.unhcr.org/grl0/
index.html#/home, (accessed on 2012/01/04) .



field work in Leh, it was found that Leh Hindus were suspicious of foreign funded Christian and
Muslim run schools and charity work as means of converting them to Christianity or to Islam and
have created suspicion and fear among them. Hindu community’s suspicious attitude towards the
Christian and Muslim social works did not help them to make good relations with their Muslim
or Christian neighbors. Such a view has sown “seeds of discomfort and division in people against
the Hindus in Leh. Further, now rise of a new type of fear can be identified manifested among
the Indian Hindus, Christians and Muslims." It is curiously evident in numerically dominant
religious group, Hindus manifesting a “minority complex” or anxieties about minority groups,
Muslims and Christians. They have long felt surrounded by non-Hindus in India, and Muslims and
Christians who can look for support beyond the Indian borders, the Hindus have only India to call
home. The Hindu anxiety towards minority religious community, to an extent, is evident in the
recent rising Hindu nationalism. The Christians and Muslims who felt marginalized by the Hindu
Nationalism have found reinventing as a minority their Indian identity within the frame work of
the Indian culture.

The minority complex of the majority community phenomenon is not only found in India,
but also it is appeared to be prevalent among most of the nations in different forms among
the majority communities. Often it is seen during the state buildings and elections among the
majority communities in many countries. And since the state building and elections have often
meant centralization and a single ethnic or religious or racial group dominating the symbolic
framework of the nation, there has been the tendency by minority groups who have felt
marginalized by the process to reinvent new collective ethnic identities. Often cultural-religious
minorities have responded to such hegemonic state-building process and elections through
mobilization of both non-violence and violent means in the world. Recent 2020 US election since
a single racial group dominating the symbolic framework of the America, there has been the
tendency by minority groups such as Blacks, Latinos, and Asians who have felt marginalized by
the Trumpism, to reinvent new collective ethnic identities by actively participating in the 2020's
presidential elections. Hence, even now the early optimism that the end of the Cold War might
usher in a new world order has been quickly shattered among many member nations of the
global society.

Above given views of the scholars with regard to conflicts begs our attention to a fact that
scholarly studies have returned to the tireless question of how much a conflict can influence
human progress and economic development? Often scholars’ and international organizations’
content of the conflict studies and approaches have shown that their views are driven by the
destructive and violent side of the conflicts. Although conflicts change over times and go through
different stages of activity, such as incompatibility, competition, counter action, demonizing,
tension, crisis, vacuum state and violence, it is a historical fact that in shaping genuine intellectual
studies of conflict many scholars have been prompted by the visible destructive violent stage
of a conflict. So, during the Post-Cold War conflicts the national or local scale international

4 Ashutosh Varshney, Ethnic Conflict and Civic Life: Hindu and Muslims in India, (New Haven
& London: Yale University Press, 2002), 95-111.



involvement in the post-conflict situations often has presumed that incompatibility and conflicts
are evil and pose a threat to human development, hence something that should be resolved. Yet
in varies societies incompatibilities and conflicts exist in every aspect of human life and have
often driven progress and socio-political changes. For instance, the Cold War power competitions
between the super-powers have prompted many technological innovations in the world. Several
innovations in the field of technology among super-powers have enriched modern social life and
have brought communities and people closer. In the Post-Cold War era, as democracy supports
peaceful relations between states, economic prosperity and fuller development of people, those
military technological innovations have made possible more productive economic activity and a
more civilized and enlightened social life. On a smaller, but related, scale the military technologies
presence is noticeable in the latest communication system. Mobile phone, internet, and other
modern technologies have shown how military technology can improve the quality of social
life and have brought people who live in various corners of the world closer. During the Cold
War, dialogue and negotiations have often facilitated preventing military tensions between the
super-powers from escalating in to violence. Besides this, naturally in every arena of community
life conflict arise between different communities living together in one society. Incompatibility
of opinion has become day today phenomenon among the members living together in one
community. There is the continued struggle or battle between different communities, often
because of prejudice about race, ethnic group or religion among the communities living
together in a country. When discussing political, social, cultural and religious topic experiencing
incompatibility of opinion is common phenomenon even among the members of the same
community who is supposed to have same values. Managing conflict between and among the
communities is important for people to live peacefully with one another. Although generally,
in social contest the term conflict often is associated with negative encounters between the
communities, conflict itself is neither inherently good nor inherently evil. In fact, engaging in
conflict can have positive effects on relationships and communities in a society.

Hence, the present research, explores the conflict and peacebuilding topic from a very different
perspective, as it explores the hypothesis that minority communities’ identity when involved in
a conflict not only can be politicized in very fragmented unequal socio-political and economic
contexts for the economic and socio-political benefits but also can protract and escalate conflicts,
yet conflicts have the potentiality to boost the social capital's growth in the conflict affected
society when the conflict's escalation into violence is prevented through conflict-facilitation. To
prove this hypothesis, this paper has taken up the case of the Leh district of Jammu and Kashmir
state, India. The research inquiry applies social capital theory of Putnam to analyze impact
of inter-community and intra-community associations, and associational networks, and social
cohesion on the social capital's globalization and economic development. In this paper relationship
between political conflict and social capital in Leh is analyzed and detailed case studies are
presented qualitatively.

Generally, “Social capital” is understood as a kind of goodwill that is generated by the fabric
of social relations that can be mobilized to facilitate actions. It also refers to the institutions,
relationships and norms that shape the quality and quantity of a society's social interactions. In



fact, there is an interrelationship between the conflict and social capital, since conflicts results
from the ways in which people identify with one another in a community. People can come into
conflict for multiple reasons. In fact, conflict is either caused by or impacts, the underlying social
relationships between members of a community involved in the conflict. And often brings about,
drastic changes in the economy. The scholars have taken note of this fact, and a growing number
of various conflict studies have attempted to determine the relationship between conflict and
social capital in economic development.

In line with those scholars views this research paper investigates three questions pertaining to
the issues surrounding social capital and conflict: First, how did Kashmir conflict contribute to the
Leh’s social capital's growth? Second, how did the Leh's social capital grew global? Third, what
kinds of activities were held in Leh for bridging and bonding among and between communities?
In addressing the above questions, Leh city's different events that took place during the
Kashmir insurgency with regards to bonding, bridging, and linking social capital will be studied
qualitatively.

The data and information considered in this paper come from field work conducted by the
author in 2010 and 2011 August for two weeks each in the city of Leh. This field work took
place two years after the insurgency in Kashmir and was designed to study the impact of the
insurgency on the living conditions in Leh city and globalization of the social capital. Detailed
demographic and economic information of Leh were collected to address the topic. The data were
collected by administrating personal interviews with the help of uniform questionnaire to the
people at random. And interview with leaders of the local community was also carried out during
second visit to Leh.

1. Social capita

Social scientists who have worked on the community development have long recognized the
importance of social relationships in organizing and mobilizing community residents, as well
as contributing to the economic development of a society. For instance, people frequently get
involved in community-based organizations because their friends or neighbors are involved or
they want to meet new people. Similarly, community residents often depend on neighbors and
families for assistance when they are in need. Social scientists consider these social relationships
and ties as a form of capital (referred to as social capital) that facilitates collective action in
communities. Social capital can be considered an asset that contributes to the development
of other forms of community capital—human, financial, physical, political, cultural, and
environmental.

According to World Bank “Social capital refers to the institutions, relationships, and norms that
shape the quality and quantity of a society's social interaction. This social cohesion is critical for
societies to prosper economically and for development to be sustainable. Social capital is the glue
that holds all the social institutions of a society.”

5 World Bank, “What is Social Capital,” available at http;//web. Worldbank.org, (accessed on
201101/03) .



One of the fathers of social capital theory Putnam (1993) has discussed the concept of social
capital on the macro-level and defined it as the attribute of societies, a cultural phenomenon
referring to civic participation, trust, and trustworthiness’ In this approach, social capital
influences not only the life of the individual, but also the whole society. According to Putnam,
“participation in networks and especially in formal associations, cooperation, and trust resulting

" He calls

from participative behaviors can enhance the flourishing of democracy and civic life.
“formal” associations in a network formal capital. Further, this formal capital is a result of
bonding and bridging among the members of a society.® He also has identified other strong intra-
community oriented networks among similar people (e.g. family members, religious or ethnic
groups) and weaker extra community networks developed among individuals with different social
status, for instance, work colleagues’ It is called informal social capital. Social capital can then
be divided into two categories. The first category of social capital is called formal social capital.
It refers to participation of the people in strictly organized networks, like civic associations,
trade unions, charitable and voluntary associations, political parties etc. The second type of social
capital is called informal social capital. It refers to more or less regular social interaction between
individuals without formal associational framework. It includes various forms of getting together
with family members, friends, work colleagues, neighbors, social visit etc.”

Following Putnam, Coleman (1988), and a growing strong body of research have examined
the phenomenon of social capital in an attempt to define the concept and to describe how it may
influence and improve the development process of a country. Indeed, besides traditional economic
factors which determine the prosperity of a country, it is recognized today that factors related to
the nature of the social bond play a decisive role.

2. Background Information on Leh City

A general survey of the region’s geography and culture provides us with a viewpoint on the
socio-political background of the area, which was indispensable for the analysis of the social
capital. Regarding the geography of Leh, the following points need to be noted. The city of Leh
is situated in Leh district. It is in the most northeastern part of Indian Administered Kashmir.
It is linked with the Kashmir valley by the mountainous Zojila pass (10,098 feet) and forms part
of the outer Himalayas." It is one of the highest isolated regions of the earth (altitude 8800 feet
to 18,000 feet approximately) with mountains running along parallel ranges, isolated it further

6 Robert Putnam “Bowling Alone: America’s Declining Social Capital,” The Journal of
Democracy, 6:1, 1995, 65-78..
7 Putnam, 1995, 65-78.
8 Putnam, 199
9 Ibid., 65-78.
10 Ibid, 63-70.
11 Bhandari Laveesh and Kale Sumita, Eds., Jammu and Kashmir: Prformance, Facts and Figure,
(Delhi, Chennai, & Chandigarh: Pearson Power, 2012) , 23-22



Mapf from bordering countries.* The climate is very cold,

in winter temperatures dip to minus 40 degrees
centigrade. Although the distance from Delhi to Leh
AKSMICHN {5 around 1010km, which can be travelled in almost

Temitory) seventeen and a half hours, the road is only usable

LADAKH ,
®Leh from mid-June to early October. The other road from
the Kashmir valley, called Kashmir-Leh is only open
for traffic from early June to November. Thus, the Leh

INDIA district is isolated during the long winter. From 1973,

L_20kmn__j the federal government opened the existing military
Map of Ladakh . .o
Based on Aggarwal 2004 airport for the civilian use. Now there are frequent

flights from various cities of India to Leh. Due to the
climate airplanes, can only take off and land in the mornings at the Leh city airport.

Regarding the geopolitical background of the region, the following points need to be noted.
The district is bounded by the international border with China in the north and east, and
with Pakistan in the north. Due to the border dispute among the countries of China, India,
and Pakistan, India maintains large number of military force and arsenals in this region. In
this regard, for the local people the Indian military is one of the main sources of income and
employment.”

The geographical area of the district is 45,110 sq. km. with Leh as the district headquarters.”
In 2011, Leh had population of 147,104, 92,907 males and 54,197 females.”” In 2001 census, Leh had
a population of 117,232 The district sends two representatives to State Legislature, Assembly.
It sends one representative to National Legislature, Parliament together with Kargil region.
Often the elected representative from this constituency is from Kargil region and Leh Buddhist
community is not represented in National legislature. The literacy rate is 62.24 percent."”

Leh people belong to Ladakhi ethnic group, a mixture of Mongoloid and Aryan races. The
Aryans who came to Leh are traced to the early Buddhist peoples from Kashmir Valley and the
Dards from Gilgit. The Mongolian stock is traced to Tibet. The present-day population of Ladakh
is the result of blending of the Dards and the Mongolians. Ladakhis are simple, good natured,
cheerful, friendly, industrious, and honest. They are seldom angry and make friends easily. In
conversation, they are very polite. They are well built and have developed sufficient resistance
since they work even when the temperature is as low as -25 degrees centigrade. Leh was the
capital of the Himalayan kingdom of Ladakh. The town is still dominated by the now ruined

12 Bhandari and Kale, 2012, 23-26..

13 Alexander Cunningham, Ladakh Physical, Statistical and Historical with Notices of the
Surrounding Countries, (Varanasi: Pilgrims Publishing, 2005) ,202 - 205

14 Bhandari and Kale, 2012, 101-108.

15 Ihid, 105.

16 Ibid, 101-108.

17 Ihid,, 105-109



Leh Palace, former mansion of the royal family of Ladakh. The city of Leh, which consists of
predominantly Buddhists, has minority Sunni Muslim, Shia Muslim, Hindu, Christian, and Sikh
communities.”®

Agriculture and animal husbandry are the main sources of livelihood. Cultivation is possible
only during summer; barley, vegetables, and fruits like apples and apricots are the main crops.
Forestry is also another source of income and Leh rich in medicinal herbs. This district is the
original home of the pashmina goat/Kashmir goat, which produces high quality pashmina wool
used in the production of cashmere wool products.”” The district is also rich in water resources
like ponds, streams and rivers, which can be utilized for fisheries. Horticulture and forestry are
being given special attention. In Leh districts, there is only one cropping season-Kharif, which
extends from March to October. Cultivation in Ladakh is restricted to near the main valleys of
Indus, Shyok and Suru rivers, where barley, buckwheat, turnips, and mustard are grown. Animal
husbandry, particularly cattle breeding has long been the vital features of the Ladakh economy.

Tourism is being promoted as an industry after Ladakh was opened to national and foreign
tourists in 1974. This city sometimes referred to as Little Tibet, is popular with tourists. In 2012
around 38.685 foreign and 63.086 domestics tourist visited Leh.” Besides this, Leh is home to one
of the few remaining examples of pure Tibetan Buddhist culture.

Tourism in Leh has brought a lot of economic changes to the region. The building of hotels and
restaurants, the renovation of temples, the development of arts and crafts generated by tourism
has created new income sources. However, it has, created high inflation and increased living costs
for those not benefiting directly. The presence of thousands of tourists in Ladakh is exerting
a huge strain on the region’s scarce resources. Everyday an average of ten trucks of garbage
from Leh city alone is dumped in a nearby valley. Much of this is plastic water bottles. With
tourism, the western way of life has also been introduced to traditional social organizations and a
previously classless society.”

Having completed a brief look at some of the information associated with geography, people,
and society; let us now look at the manifestations of social capital in the behavior of Leh people
during the Kashmir conflict.

3. Informal Social Capital’s Globalization and Role in the Leh’s Economic Growth During the
conflict
Following discussion deals with how the Leh's informal social capital, people’s behaviors and
contacts manifested in global contacts and what have helped the wellbeing and economic growth
during the Kashmir conflict. There were two patterns in the Leh residents’ social behavior and
contacts during the Kashmir conflict. First, are the friendly social behaviors and contacts between
the Buddhists and Muslims in Leh. Equality, compassion, respect, honesty, and independence

18 Cunningham, 2005, 285-290.

19 Ibid,, 195-241.

20 Bhandari and Kale, 2012, 32-40
21 Bhandari and Kale, 2009, 30-40



were the foundation of the strong and healthy friendly social behavior and contacts between the
Muslims and Buddhists in Leh. Second, is the unfriendly social behaviors and contacts between
the Buddhist and Muslims in Leh. Intolerance, discrimination against others' beliefs, fear, and
grievances were the bases of unfriendly social behavior and contacts between the Buddhist
and Muslims in Leh. Following discussions will deal with these two types of social contacts and
behavior found among the Leh Buddhists and Muslims during the conflict.

3.1 Friendly Social Behaviors and Contacts among Buddhist and Muslims in Leh

First, there were in Leh many instances of friendly social contacts and behaviors among
the Buddhists and Muslims during the Kashmir conflict. Leh’s informal social capital people’s
behavior and contacts were found on their cordial associations with family, friends, colleagues,
neighbors, communities and organizations. Social behavior among the Leh people were based
on their shared norms, trust. And the social contacts were based on the horizontal and vertical
associations between the community members. The social behaviors and contacts that facilitated
coordination and cooperation among individuals for mutually beneficial collective action, were
seen as an important asset to the multi-religious Leh society. Because in day today life they relied
upon these intercommunity and intracommunity informal contacts for social wellbeing. They
knew they were necessary to each other. The residents who lived in the isolated Ladakh region
in Jammu and Kashmir state, even cherished the informal intercommunity and intracommunity
relationship. Because in this isolated city during the natural disaster and difficulties they had to
help one another to survive.

In the conflict affected Jammu and Kashmir state, Leh is a unique city with rich endowment
of social capital. Compassion and respect were the foundation of the Leh's rich informal social
capital. Buddhists predominantly occupied Leh city, other communities Hindus, and Muslims also
lived and worked there peacefully. They were kind to each other and respected religious beliefs
of others to celebrate each other’s festivals in Leh. According to the residents, sources of Leh's
rich social capital were friendly inter-religious contacts and celebrating together Hindu, Buddhist,
and Muslim traditional festivals.

Even though the Buddhism and its religious festivals were mainly responsible for Leh's unique
character it is an inclusive society that did not isolate any of their members’ or their festivals and
practices. When a visitor comes to the city, he/she first notices the Buddhist strong influence in
the city, especially the architecture of buildings, the costumes of people and food habits. However,
Leh was a multi-faith society where different faiths lived side-by-side. The daily sights in Leh like
Muslim women in traditional attire and Buddhist monks dressed in maroon robes walking in the
streets where Buddhist religious monuments line up at regular intervals, Tibetan prayer flags
flap in the wind from rooftops, and Om symbol rising into the sky from the Hindu temples meant
religious toleration, allowing other people to think or practice other religions and beliefs. Even
the sound of prayers that can be heard in Leh, like the call of the mu'adhin trumpets from the
mosque five times a day, and elderly Buddhists men and women recite “Om Mani Padme Hum”
while they stroll the streets holding prayer wheels that they spin round and round are signs of
Leh's religious coexistence. Besides this, the sound of devotional hymns sung in the Hindu temple



in the mornings along with Muslim's call for prayer from the Mosque in Leh exhibits peoples of
different religions can live together in peace and harmony.

Peace in the multi-religious culturally diverse city Leh, is an illustration of strong informal
associations and friendly social behavior among and between the communities. Unlike other
parts of the conflict affected Jammu and Kashmir state, Leh was very peaceful with minimal
presence of police and other law-enforcement agencies. Since people’s movements were not
restricted, the residents, maintained contacts with friends, colleagues, neighbors, and communities
and organizations in Leh society. To maintain Leh’s already existing peace, during the conflict,
residents have organized inter-religious get-togethers and avoided talking about politics in the
public places. The interviewees in Leh said that it was to prevent creating discomfort between
the communities who were living already in a conflict affected fragile state.

In this relatively peaceful city, Leh, hospitality, is an illustration of strong association among the
city residents. Buddhists who were politically conscious of peace have welcomed Muslim refugees
from Kashmir and given them a warm friendly treatment that made them to feel at home in
Leh. The contacts that Buddhist had with the Kashmiri Muslim refugees in Leh helped them to
connect with national and international refugee organizations. And the contacts and friendship
with Muslim refugees have helped the Buddhist to win Leh Muslim community’s trust. It was
also noted during the course of interviews that in order to maintain the social harmony among
the community’'s members and between refugees, they preferred to talk about conflict related
issues only with one’s own religious group who had the same view.

In this hospitable, Leh, inter-religious marriages, is an illustration of people’s cordial friendly
relationship with friends, colleagues, and neighbors from other religions. It was found during
the interviews; personal and social reasons inter-religious marriages were tolerated among the
religions in Leh. This social behavior has helped to create a positive attitude toward cross-cultural
and interfaith dating and marriage in Leh. Interreligious marriages have helped to extend social
contact between religious communities in Leh. And the social contacts through interreligious
marriage have helped to prevent social isolation behavior found among Leh's Buddhist and
Muslim communities. To reduce social isolation in Leh required making contacts across Buddhist
and Muslim communities. The marriage between spouses professing Islam and Buddhist helped
to make social contacts outside the religious line in Leh and this contacts often have helped to
prevent conflicts arising between religious communities.

The above social customs and residents’ behavior have shown that peace, interreligious
marriage, and hospitality in Leh have partially strengthened the social capital and promoted
social contacts comparing to the other parts of the conflict affected Jammu and Kashmir. Many
interviewees have mentioned in their interviews with the author not only residents’ social
behavior but also traditional social systems have helped to maintain existing contacts among
them. The attitudes, and values that were the sources of interactions and peace among Leh
people were the contribution of traditional social systems. In fact, in Leh major conflict related
violence and crimes were unknown, aggression, and arguments were rare. The traditional social
system helped to keep violence rate low in Leh. During the fieldwork many interviewees said
that traditional social systems have helped to minimize deviant behaviors such as lying, violence,



and gossiping. In the field work in Leh it was found that Buddhist’s called this traditional social
system “third party arbitration”. To explain this system further, an arbitration by a third party
served to prevent deviant behaviors like conflicts occurring among Leh people. In this practice,
people who just happen to be nearby will usually act as arbiters, intervening to assist conflicting
parties to make an agreement. When conflicts do arise between villages, they are resolved by
the elected head of the village, called the goba, who listens to both sides of the case and makes a
decision as to which of the parties may have to pay a fine or make restitution. If the goba cannot
resolve a conflict, the matter is passed along to a yulpa, a meeting of the village men. Yulpa
may vote, they rarely do so, since they are normally able to reach consensus decisions. Part of
Buddhists reason for trying to settle disputes locally is their desire to avoid outside interference
in village affairs. Those who did not abide by arbitration are ostracized from the community as
punishment.

3.2 The Unfriendly Social behavior and Contacts among the Leh Buddhists and Muslims During
the Kashmir conflict

Second, during the conflict there were unfriendly social behaviors and contacts among the
Buddhists and Muslims in Leh. In 1989 an Islamic insurgency began in Jammu and Kashmir
state, when the jihadist Muslim groups started an armed rebellion against the government of
India in Kashmir districts. During the Islamic armed rebellion in Jammu and Kashmir state,
Leh Buddhists have raised grievances to the Federal Government of India. All the interviewees’
have mentioned during the conflict Buddhists had raised their concerns and discontent in Leh
regarding their deprived circumstance and unfair treatments. The field work among the Buddhist
community has identified two socio-political grievances among them.

First, the grievance regarding the autonomy of Leh city. It was found that the Buddhist who
felt they are politically underrepresented raised their concern by demanding to the central
government political autonomy from the conflict affected Jammu and Kashmir state so that they
can be politically independent from the Muslim dominance. Buddhist thought that once they are
free from the influence or control of Muslim dominance, they can live their own and support
themselves in Leh.

Second, the grievance regarding the preservation of Leh city’'s Buddhist cultural identity. The
Buddhist who were concerned about the changes in the city requested to the state government
to take enough steps to preserve Buddhist culture from Islamisation and modernization so that
the Heritage” that they inherited, from previous generations could be preserved for the future
generation. In the field work in Leh it was found that the Buddhist considered that heritage they
inherited represented their history and their identity; their bond to the past, to their present, and
the future and it is important to preserve because it keeps their integrity as a people.

In fact, the field work among the Buddhist community it was found that Buddhists who lived
in Leh were a minority in their state where the Kashmir insurgency occurred. They lacked
political representation in state and central governments’ public policy making processes. And
Buddhist cultural identity was under threat by the tourism related modernization, changes in
the life style of people, and growing presence of Islam. So, grievances regarding the autonomy



and preservation of the culture can be considered reasonable. However, these two socio-political
grievances were incompatible with the political goals of both Muslims and liberal Buddhist who
were in favor of multicultural modern society.”” The arrival of incompatible goals among the
Buddhists between the liberals and radicals and Muslims and Buddhists, on the Jammu and
Kashmir political scene can be seen as a manifestation of dichotomy between the Muslims and
Leh Buddhist and among Buddhist between liberals and radicals .

A discomfort, among the Buddhist, between the liberals and radicals, and conflict between
Buddhist radicals and Muslims came to exist when dichotomy developed among the communities
in Leh® In order to find out how informal social capital grew global and helped Leh’s economic
growth it is important to pay attention to bonding and bridging that took place among them
during Kashmir insurgency in Leh. Because bonding and bridging are main two ways that helps
a local relationship to grow global and help economic development.

In the interviewees’ oral account, with regards to the grievance regarding preservation of
culture it was found that the radical Buddhists, despite of being a clear majority, have formed a
minority complex with Muslims in Leh city. They have long felt surrounded by non-Buddhists
in Jammu and Kashmir state, and Hindus and Christians who can look for support beyond the
state borders, the Buddhist people have only Leh to call home. Minority Muslims in Leh were
able to count on the support of millions of Muslims in the state of Jammu and Kashmir were
having a majority complex. By treating the Hindu and Christian minority communities like our
people, Leh Buddhist tried to link themselves with other communities. To link themselves with
other communities the radical Buddhists from 1990 established political alliances with other
many Hindu radical organizations, Christian communities, Tibetan Buddhist refugees, NGOs and
other friendly organizations in Leh. The Buddhist's contacts with Tibetan refugees who lived in
Leh connected them to global diaspora Tibetans who are living around the world. The contact
between Tibetan diasporas and Leh people took place when they came to visit Dalai Lama. He
was the spiritual leader of Tibetan Buddhist. He had a residence in Leh, where he spent summer.
Tibetans from around the world who came to visit their leader had contacts with Leh Buddhists.
These frequent contacts with Tibetan diasporas have helped the Buddhist social contact to grew
global.

The fundamental task of alliance building in Leh was to connect groups and individual who have
stood apart from Buddhist. To connect Buddhist with others it is necessary to create a sense
of belonging and trust between them. For building trust and sense of belonging, a creation of a
reflection space where Buddhist and others could make contacts was necessary. The reflection
space that helped to create trust for alliances among Buddhists and other organization members
included number of activities such as intercommunity and intracommunity meetings, visiting

22 Based on the Author’s interview with Mr. Mani, at a restaurant in Leh, September 28, 2011.

23 Korostelina, 2009, 101-104.

24 Celia, Cook Huffman, “The role of identity in conflict,” in Sandole J.D. Dennis, Sean Byrne,
Ingrid, Sandole Staroste and Jessic Senehi(ed.), Handbook of Conflict Analysis and Resolution ”,
(Oxen: Routledge, 2009) , 21-25.



houses of Leh residents for seeking support, and dinner meetings in houses and restaurants. As
the number of activities related to the formulation of alliance for preserving Buddhist culture
grew, number of participants eating and drinking outside the home also grew. Interviewees
90% said that they have dined in the restaurants, and used taxies coming for the meetings and
going home back when they were involved in building alliance with other minority community
members. 96% of the interviewees have said that eating together and sharing fear that Buddhist
felt during the Kashmir conflict with other community members have helped to create a bond
between them. Often the meeting related to alliance building were held in the convention halls.
After the meeting often they used to have meals together. Since no restaurants in many of the
convention halls in the Leh city often the organizers of the meeting used catering services. As
the number of meetings held in the convention halls grew catering business also flourished.

The testimonies of interviewees have indicated that the Buddhist "Alliance building" process of
selecting the most effective members for working in Leh for autonomy included finding the right
partners. Interviewees' testimonies have also indicated from 1989 onwards there was a change
in the radical Buddhist's attitude towards the Muslims in Leh city. The Muslims who were not
considered right partners were not invited to the association or partnership to promote Leh's
political autonomy. Since then on a smaller, but related, scale the isolation of Muslim communities
were noticeable in Leh. What is known as state of Muslim isolation for some Buddhists is an
illustration of what could be called a conflictual relationship between the Buddhists and Muslims
in Leh. The Muslims in Leh were isolated in three levels.

First, is economic isolation. Buddhists’ withdrawal from commercial relations with Muslims
in Leh as a punishment and protest was called economic isolation. Most of the business in Leh
were owned by the Muslims. As a part of economic isolation of Muslims community in Leh
radical Buddhist stopped shopping in the shops run by Muslims and demanded other people to do
the same. In the boycott of Muslims in Leh many Buddhist found business opportunities. Many
Buddhist started new shops for the Buddhist shoppers and it created new employments in Leh
city. With the growth of the employments in Leh Buddhist’'s house hold income grew. When the
income of the Buddhist families improved local consumption grew more than before the isolation
of Muslims. When the number of shops grew in the city demand for buildings grew. Demand for
new buildings led to a construction boom in the city. To meet the demand for the construction
workers city brought seasonal Hindu migrant workers from other states of India. Rents who got
from migrant workers by rending the unused rooms in the house became additional income to
many Buddhists.

Second is cultural isolation. Termination of the Muslim customs and practices from Leh was
called cultural isolation. Buddhist’'s cultural isolation of Muslims in Leh included four events.
First, Buddhists on their prayer day, Wednesday made markets to be closed instead of Friday.
For Muslims Friday was Holiday and their business were closed in the Leh’ Buddhist majority
city. The change of the holyday to Wednesday in Leh had economic impact on the Muslims. If
Muslims closed their shops for prayer on Friday, they lost two days of business. Second, newly
constructing buildings in Leh should be in lines with precent Buddhist architecture. Third,
Buddhist getting married to Muslims were prohibited. Fourth, prohibiting teaching Urdu, the



Muslim languages in Leh schools. In the schools in Ladakhi language speaking Leh, Urdu was
taught. The Buddhists in Leh requested to the school to teach Ladakhi language instead of Urdu.
This cultural isolation of Muslims has helped to preserve Leh’'s Buddhist cultural identity. Later
this Buddhist identity of Leh has become a tourist attraction. In the field work in Leh city it
was found that many of the tourists who visited Leh had come to see and experience Buddhist
cultural events and religious practices. This newly developed Leh Buddhist and tourist’ linking
during the Kashmir conflict have helped tourism related industry to flourish in the city. 82% of
interviewees mentioned that tourism industry has created lot of employments in Leh.

Third is the political isolation of Muslims. Through Buddhist's bonding, bridging with non-Leh
organizations and linking with national political parties, Buddhist politically isolated Muslims.
In order to deepen the political bonding among the Buddhist they started new party only for
Buddhist. It was called Ladakh Buddhist Association (LBA) . After strengthening the bond
among the Buddhist, LBA whose national strength is thought to be in relatively weak, sought
the cooperation and support of the many national parties. In response to the LBA's request for
support and cooperation national parties often organized their annual meetings in Leh. And
sometimes to participate national parties’ meetings and seek support Leh Buddhist began to
travel to many cities of India. These trips helped Buddhist to create new bonding with non-
Leh Indians. These trips were also used to promote Leh tourism and business. It was found in
the field work many of the associations, with whom the Leh Buddhist established friendship
organized annual trips to Leh.

These Buddhist's reaction caused discomfort among the Muslims who were the source of the
grievances. Especially, the growing strength of Buddhist community made Jammu and Kashmir
state’s majority community, Muslims in Leh to feel minority. In the field work in Leh it was
found that the minority complex among Muslims have caused feelings of inadequacy and often
resulted in self-isolation in Leh. To survive from the self-isolation, being stuck in Muslim circles,
they extended social contacts with friendly organizations around the world. Majority Muslim
community with minority complex, fearful of dominance by the Buddhist, deepened bonding
among the Muslims and built extensive alliance through bridging with Islamic communities
around the world to counter the growing strength of Buddhist in Leh. The Muslim retaliation to
the Buddhist social behavior has also helped the globalization of the Leh'’s social contacts.

The arrival of activities such as Buddhists’ contact with non-Leh organizations’ members for
isolating Muslims, and Buddhist's conflictual relationship with government, on the Leh political
scene can also be seen as a manifestation of growing linking, bounding and bridging amidst
growing tension, and conflictual tendencies in the relations between Buddhist and Muslims.
During the conflictual relationship between the Muslims and Buddhists it was found that in order
to counter the strength of the opponents both communities have intensified their interactions
with non-Leh communities and organizations. Growth in the interaction between Leh community
and non-Leh community, and organization have helped make contacts with people beyond India.
Many in the interviews have agreed that not only the frequency and intensity of the conflict
grew through bonding, bridging and linking but also it has become global. The alliances of the
Leh communities have grown beyond the borders of Jammu and Kashmir state. It was through



the help of diaspora community, the Leh communities” bonding and bridging have become global.
Diaspora communities’ fund raising and political lobbying for Leh Buddhist and Muslims can be
seen as illustration of growing globalization of the community bridging and bonding.

From above discussions regarding Leh's informal social capital's globalization and role in the
economic growth it can be concluded that on a larger, but related, scale growth in the informal
social capital and globalization is noticeable since 1989 in Leh. In some respects, growth in
tourism is noticeable during the new and strained era in the relationship between the Buddhists
and Muslims, with the growth in the Leh's informal social capital. The growth in the tourism
related industries have helped the Leh city’s economic development. Buddhists' alliances with
non-Leh organization were events, which in some respects marked a new global era in the history
of informal social capital's development in Leh. With the Leh communities” bonding and bridging
contacts that have gone beyond the borders of Leh city and growing in to global, indicate that
there is extensive growth in the informal social capital. Especially, the forces of globalization,
have helped the Leh communities’ bonding and bridging to grow global. The globalization of the
social capital created new forms of information exchange between Leh and the world. 80% of the
interviewees said that the diaspora communities raised fund for the both communities in Leh
and did political lobbying for them in different countries. Diaspora communities’ fund raising and
political lobbying for Leh Muslims and Buddhist also can be seen as illustration of social capital
contributing to the economic growth of Leh city and globalization of the informal social capital.
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4. Formal Social Capital’'s Globalization and Role in the Leh’s Economic Growth

Next part of the discussion deals with formal social capital’'s globalization and role in the
economic development of Leh during the Kashmir conflict. Formal social capital is group’s
formal participation in civic, religious, social and political organizations in a society. ‘Bonding’
andBridging’ are some of the ways for the groups to formally participate in civic and non -civic



organizations in a society. In the context of formal social capital, bonding social capital is "the
type that brings closer together groups who already know each other ", and bridging social
capital is "the type that brings together groups who previously did not know each other well".
In this sense, bonding social capital in Leh includes all resources that group can obtain from
deepening already existing contacts and ties between groups, while bridging social capital refers
to resources that Leh groups can gain from their ties with groups from outside the community.

Interviewees testimonies, news in local newspapers and TV, and annual reports of various
organization from 1989 to 2010 have reported many events connected with social bonding among
various organizations in Leh and social bridging between Buddhist community and Hindu and
civic organizations. According the testimonies of the interviewees, these events provided a
social space for the engagement between Leh Buddhist community and various Hindu and civic
organizations. The engagements among Buddhist and between Hindus and Buddhists, have
helped to build up trust between both communities in Leh. The trust between both communities
have helped both Hindu and Buddhist organizations to expand their contacts in Leh. In the 2010
and 2011 field researches it was found that Buddhists' organization, Ladakh Buddhist Association

(LBA) and Hindu organization, Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) have provided a social
space where Buddhist and Hindus could interact in Leh® This LBA and RSS contacts have
helped to give special attention to the relationship that existed between them. The special
attention given by both the communities have helped them to “feel connected”. This feeling of
connected among Hindu and Buddhist organizations have become social resources in Leh. By
bridging relationship between Hindus and Buddhist, both communities have gained resources
from their ties. The best example of Hindu-Buddhist social bridging is found in the Hindu
pilgrimage, called “Sindhu Darshan” (visit to the Sindhu River) founded in Leh.

Buddhists and Hindus contacts have begun to grow from October 1997, when the first “Sindhu
Darshan” took place, a pilgrimage to the river Indus in Ladakh® “Sindhu Darshan” a common
platform where Hindus and Buddhist made their contact was proposed by a Hindu politician,
called Lal Krishna Advani, who was a proponent of Hindu-Buddhist friendship in Leh. He wanted
to start religious cultural events that will deepen the cultural bondage that existed between them.
Lal Krishna Advani then the president of the BJP during his election campaign visit to Ladakh in
1996 had chance to meet a Hindu called Tarun Vijay, who then editor of the RSS weekly called
Panchjanya. Advani said to have discussed with him, his desire and need to create something
new to deepen Hindu-Buddhist cultural ties in Leh* In their meeting in Leh, they decided to
initiate with residents of Leh, a Hindu focused event with the help of local Buddhist that would
attract Hindus from other parts of India. They “realized” that Hindu holy Leh-river called Sindhu,
Ma (mother) the same Sindhu from which the name Hindu-Hindustani-India has derived could
attract many non-resident Hindus to Leh. Therefore, by connecting Hindus and Leh's Hindu holy
river by using the framework of a Yatra, a traditional Hindu form of pilgrimage, they decided to

25 Based on the Author’s field research in Leh, September 10-25, 2010, October 2-18, 2011.
26 Based on the Author’s interview with Mrs. Shekar, at her office in Leh, September 22, 2010.
27 Mrs. Shekar, Ibid., 2010.



work on a project called “Sindhu Darshan” to promote Hindu-Buddhist friendship in Leh®

The first “Sindhu Darshan” was held following the General Election that saw the ruling
Congress Party's defeat and the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) rising up to
largest single party in the Indian federal legislature. Even though no party had an absolute
majority allowing it to form a government, the BJP became one of the most influential parties in
Indian politics by this election. Although the BJP was an influential party, first Yatra (pilgrimage)
did not have any Federal Government official support. However, the presence of politicians like
Advani, Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah (Muslim politician) , and Ladakh
Hill Council Chief Executive Councilor Thupstan Chhewang (Buddhist politician) , together
with several other national and local dignitaries indicate that it has fortunately the unofficial
government support.

Although this first “Sindhu Darshan” event received some coverage in the national media, not
much notice was taken by the Indian civil society, despite the fact that the organizers tried
to project national aspect of it by projecting it as part of celebration of fifty years of Indian
independence. However, according to the interviewees view even though expected number of
people did not turn up for the first“Sindhu Darshan”, it has become a historical incident in the
Hindu-Buddhist friendship. The breakthrough for the Sindhu Darshan came in 1999 with the rise
of BJP to power in Federal Government and especially because of the Kargil conflict. In 1999 a
Pakistani incursion across the Line of Control in Leh had triggered a border tension between
India and Pakistan.®® The second Sindhu Darshan took place after the end of the border war
between India and Pakistan and according Mr. Mani it produced an orgy of nationalist fervor in
Leh and strengthened the Hindu-Buddhist bonding.

Along with Sindhu Darshan, another incident, issuing of a stamp to commemorate it, with a
drawing of the Indus in the Ladakhi landscape and accompanied by a saying from the Rig Veda,
has helped to further deepen the awareness of historical bonding that existed between Hindu
communities and Buddhist.

The incident that Federal Government taking over the responsibility for Sindhu Darshan has
helped Buddhist community to bridge social contact with various government organizations.
By the second year, responsibility for organization of the pilgrimage had been taken over by
the Federal Government and the BJP prime minister himself attended. The presence of prime
minister in the second Sindhu Darshan made it national one. Since the organizers have pitched
the second pilgrimage as a Sindhu Darshan, and as “a celebration of national unity and communal
harmony” and “a movement to honor the soldiers who defended India’s border,” it has attracted
a large number of Hindus. Following the success of this second Sindhu Darshan, six interviewees
mentioned that it is now held annually from June 1-3, and the Government's Department of
Tourism promotes the event through its website and tour operating company. In order to
promote tourism in Leh the government-owned Ashok Travels offered special package tours to

28 Based on the Author’s interview with, Mr. Madan, at a restaurant in Leh, October 3, 2010.
29 Mr. Madan, Ibid., 2010.



Leh during this period® In 2002, the proceedings of the Sindhu Darshan were shown live on state
owned TV channels and 45 non-resident Indians’ from twelve different countries were reported
to have participated®

Another event that provided space to make social contact between Hindu and Buddhist
organization throughout the year was the institutionalization of Sindhu Darshan.
Institutionalization of Sindhu Darshan in Leh meant making a permanent arrangement where
Hindus and Buddhist could make contacts throughout the year even after the event. In order to
make a permanent arrangement for the contacts between Hindus and Buddhist they planned to
create monuments that will commemorate the Sindhu Darshan event. With the growing interest
among the Hindus in Sindhu Darshan, the organizers decided construct as a monument, a cultural
center and a temple in Leh. With the donations from Hindus in India and diasporas’, Sindhu
Darshan organizers constructed a temple and a cultural center in Leh. In the field research in
Leh with the Buddhist in 2010, it was found that many Buddhists viewed the building temples
and cultural center as a formal way of deepening Hindu-Buddhist bonding in Leh. When the
Hindus released plans to construct a temple for the promotion of the Sindhu Darshan in the
mountain regions of Leh, liberal Buddhists in particular welcomed this Hindu initiative to deepen
existing bond that was created by Sindhu Darshan” An example, that showed Buddhists have
welcomed the Hindu initiative is the visit of Buddhist leaders to the construction site. According
to many interviewees, LAHDC leaders had visited Hindu temple construction site. This was an
event, made Hindus to feel important and welcome in Leh. Other politician called Tarun Vijay (a
Buddhist) and LAHDC Chief Executive Councilor Thupstan Chhewang in 2002 have also visited
the construction site of the Temple and Cultural center. Their visit has helped Buddhist not only
to bridge relationship with Hindu organizations but also to deepen the bond among the local
Buddhist and Hindus.”

The bridging formal social contact between Buddhist, Hindu, and Government organizations
through Sindhu Darshan have helped the growth of Leh’s social resources. The formal social
contacts among the Buddhist, Hindu, and Government organizations created a space for cultural
exchange and tourism in Leh. In the following discussions deals with the Sindhu Darshan'’s
political side of the cultural exchange and tourism aspect.

First, briefly let us discuss about the political side of the cultural exchange between Hindus
and Buddhists. The interviewees testimonies have indicated Sindhu Darshan has helped promote
cultural exchange between Hindu and Buddhist communities. On a smaller scale but in a related
scale, growth in the formal social interaction among Hindus and Buddhists is noticeable in Sindhu
Darshan event. Several individual local people had participated in the first Sindhu Darshan. Local
politicians, community leaders, those who have to perform in the cultural and religious program
had also participated in the first Sindhu Darshan. Even though ritual of the Sindhu Darshan, a

30 Based on the Author’s field research in Leh, September 10-25, 2010 and October 2-18, 2011.31
Based on the Author’s interview with Mr. Madan, at a restaurant in Leh, October 3, 2010.

32 Based on the Author’s field research in Leh, September 10-25, 2010 and October 2-18, 2011.

33 Based on the Author’s interview with Mr. Madan, at a restaurant in Leh, October 3, 2010.



puja on the banks of the river has no parallel in Buddhism, due relatively good accessibility of the
site, attracted a few hundred locals to the event. The local politicians saw the Sindhu Darshan
as an instrument to promote their interests beyond Leh. All the interviewees said that the annual
Sindhu Darshan has constituted an important opportunity for Leh Buddhist political leaders to
bring their grievances and demands to the attention of national political leaders and media.

Second, in the field work in Leh it was found that formal social contact between Buddhist,
Hindu, and Government organizations through Sindhu Darshan have helped to increase tourism.
In fact, many local people and tour operators perceived Sindhu Darshan as an opportunity to
make Ladakh as a tourist destination for Hindus since the numbers of Indian tourists visiting
Leh had dropped dramatically during the Kashmir conflict. The media coverage that Leh
received during the Sindhu Darshan and during the India-Pakistan border conflict have helped to
recover the number of tourists coming to Leh. Tremendous amount of national and international
television coverage that Leh received during the Sindhu Darshan attracted many Hindus to
Leh. Especially the national and international television coverage, regarding the Leh India-
Pakistan border conflict has made Leh famous among the Indians and foreigners. With the media
coverages especially of Sindhu Darshan the numbers of domestic tourists going to Leh have more
than doubled since 1999. In order to express Leh people’s sincere appreciation to the people who
have helped tourism industry to recover from the Kashmir conflict, the local communities have
published a joint Ladakhi statement in 2002 regarding the Sindhu Darshan. The joint Ladakhi
statement in support of the Sindhu Darshan was signed by representatives of the Shia, Sunni,
Hindu, Sikh and Christian communities, the merchants” and travel agent associations, as well as
the presidents of the local branches of the Indian National Congress, the National Conference, and
the BJP. In short Sindhu Darshan has become major pillar for supporting tourism and economic
growth in Leh.

An expansion of contacts in Leh between Hindus and Buddhists can be identified in the field
of social work. Through RSS and LBA together from 1999 to 2006 created a platform for social
work where Hindus and Buddhist could make contacts. The creation of platform for social work
shows a higher rate of social contact and cooperation between Hindus and Buddhist in Leh.
RSS founded a local nongovernmental organization (NGO) Called Ladakh Kalyan Sangh (LKS)
to create platform to make contact between Buddhist and Hindus in Leh for social work. This
organization formally started in 1995. LKS became very active by 1997 and made very frequent
contact with local Buddhist and parent organizations. Three young volunteers in Leh staff the
LKS: two Ladakhis (one of whom is a monk) and a young man from Manali® The LKS has two
parent organizations. They are called Vidya Bharati (VB) and Seva Bharati (SB) , and their
operations in Leh are overseen from Jammu® The social work of LKS, VB, and SB in Leh have
helped the contact between Buddhist and Hindus to grow in number.

These organizations through social work and education made frequent contact with especially

34 Based on the Author’s interview with Mr. Oven, at a restaurant in Leh, September 16, 2010.
35 Based on the Author’s interview with Mr. Ram, at a restaurant in Leh, October 10, 2011.
36 Based on the Author’s field research in Leh, October 2-18, 2011.



children from poor families. Education was a major concern for parents in Leh, particularly as
the performance of government schools are poor, —more than 90 percent of students fail the
matriculation examination, that gives access to higher education. The only alternative, private
school, is beyond the reach of many rural families. Any organization that offered free coaching or
education in boarding schools in India or Leh has always got many applicants in Leh. Education
was a space that helped LKS, VB, and SB to make contact with Leh people. In education, in
addition to sewing and typing classes, Seva Bharati, established several “coaching centers,”
became place of contact between Hindus and Buddhists. In the coaching centers, children are
provided some instruction in academic subjects; moral education, cultural activities, daily prayers,
and physical education are also part of the curriculum. Each coaching center has one teacher,
who attends an initial three-day workshop at the organization’s offices in Leh, while by the
summer of 2002 seven teachers had been sent for six-month teacher training courses in Delhi.”

The LKS also has engaged in what it refers to as “student development program,” and has
recruited many students from villages throughout Leh who have been sent to hostels in different
Indian cities run by VB. In addition to its village-based education activities, the LKS has also
organized on going education for adults. LKS frequently organized seminars on health, philosophy
and training classes on business, electronics, and mechanical engineering in Leh. 10 interviewees
have mentioned that a seminar on “The Role of Vedic Religion and Buddhism for the Unity of the
Country,” and “Hindutva” were very helpful to Hindu-Buddhist friendship in Leh.*®

RSS is the parent organization of LKS. In the seminars organized by the LKS in Leh, with the
help of RSS, local scholars as well as political leaders have participated. During the seminar, RSS
have told the Buddhist in Ladakh “we are here to help the Buddhist to enrich Leh culture.”®
According to Madan, Leh has become high-priority area for many Indian organizations and Leh
Buddhists got anything they requested especially from RSS. In addition to imparting education
in academic subjects and “hindutva,” he said the organizations have tried to socially, and
economically support Leh Buddhists.*

Hinduism and Buddhism have originated from the Indian traditions. The awareness of Cultural
link between Hinduism and Buddhism was noticeable in the Hindu-Buddhist relationships in Leh.
In the field work in 2010, among the Buddhist in Leh it was found that the growing awareness of
Hindus-Buddhists cultural links have helped the Buddhist to extend their contact with non-Leh
Indians and Diaspora Hindus and institutions.

From above discussions regarding the growth and globalization of formal social capital in Leh
following facts were verified.

First, the Sindhu Darshan and social work with RSS have helped Buddhist to extend their
contact with national and global institutions. Leh Buddhist community, which, rarely figured
in the larger Kashmir issue, the Hindu Sindhu Darshan played a great role in bringing the

37 Based on the Author’s interview with Mrs. Shekar, at her office in Leh, September 22, 2010.
38 Based on the Author’s interview with Mr. Babu, at a restaurant in Leh, September 22, 2010
39 Based on the Author’s interview with Mr. Oven, at a restaurant in Leh, September 16, 2010.
40 Based on the Author’s interview with Mr. Madan, at a restaurant in Leh, October 3, 2010.



issue of Leh to national awareness and to global discussions. Before the Sindhu Darshan, Leh
representatives were not, as a rule, invited to participate in discussions on the autonomy of
the region; even the Hurriyat Conference (all party association for determining the future of
Kashmir) has only recently sought to establish a dialogue with Leh leaders. Before the Sindhu
Darshan internationally, the Leh region was practically invisible, hardly ever earning more than a
few lines in many books dedicated to the Kashmir conflict.

Second, the Sindhu Darshan and RSS social work have changed Indian’s stereo type image
of Leh. It has become center of attraction with the Sindhu Darshan among the Hindus. Indian
popular images, which see Ladakh predominantly as a colorful place for adventure holidays,
populated by maroon-robed lamas living in whitewashed monasteries perched on hilltops, have
changed with the induction of Sindhu Darshan in Leh. With Sindhu Darshan and social work
Leh has evolved into one of the most popular travel destinations for Indian tourists, attracting
thousands of backpackers, bikers, trekkers from different walks of life and diverse age groups.

Third, from the above discussions about the information regarding Leh's formal social capital
it is evident that with the networks and especially formal associations, cooperation, and trust
between Hindus and Buddhists resulting from participative behaviors and social work in Leh
have enhanced the formal social capital. As is apparent from the above reflections especially
Buddhist networking with RSS and BJP have contributed most to the Leh'’s formal social capital’'s
expansion.

Fourth, Leh is widely regarded by many Indians as a relatively unproblematic region in the
Jammu and Kashmir state. In fact, the Kashmir conflict has barely affected the region directly,
and its majority population of Tibetan Buddhists is widely regarded by Indians as inherently
peaceful and patriotic. Being patriotic towards India was beneficial to Buddhists as it motivated
Hindu organizations towards undertaking activities with them in Leh.
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Conclusion

The following three questions were raised in the introduction of the research paper. First,
how did Kashmir conflict contribute to the Leh’s social capital's growth? Second, how did the
Leh’s social capital grew global? Third, what kinds of activities were held in Leh for bridging
and bonding among and between communities? Discussions above for answering the research
questions have helped to discover social capital’s globalization and role in Leh’s economic growth.

The discussion regarding how did Kashmir conflict contribute to the Leh's economic growth, it
was found that Buddhist grievances and extensive contacts among the Leh's Buddhist community
and immense bridging of contact with Hindus and other people outside Leh community have
propelled social capital ‘s growth and it has driven the local consumption. And growth in the
social capital and increase in the local consumption have driven the economic growth in Leh
during the Kashmir conflict.

The discussion regarding how did Graph 3

the Leh’s social capital grew global,

it was found that Kashmir conflict Procecs of Globaliztion of Social Capital in Leh

has transformed Leh’'s formal and «=@=(A)Global Contacts  ==@==(B) Local Contacts

Contacts in Leh

informal social capital in favor of
bonding and bridging relationships in

global level outside Leh with the help Contacts with Politacal o
Parti Contact with Hindus
arties

of national and Diaspora communities
and organizations. Leh communities’
contacts with national and diaspora

communities have helped raiSing fund Contacts with NGO Contacts with diasoparas

for the social and religious activities in
Leh and lobbying for Leh's autonomy and preservation of culture in various countries. The graph
below indicates the process of globalization of social contacts in Leh.

The discussion regarding what kinds of activities were held in Leh for bridging and bonding,
three activities were found. They are Hindu festival Sindhu Darshan, RSS social work, and
VB’s building schools and education with LKS'. During Kashmir conflict Leh has integrated
Hindu festival Sindhu Darshan, RSS social work, and VB's education program with LKS in the
community. It has transformed and strengthened social contacts and deepened community-bonds
among Leh Buddhist, and between Hindus and Buddhist inside and outside Leh community.
Since the Buddhist community was fighting for its survival and identity, they have fostered
relationships with formal institutions beyond the community, like Indian Central Government.
Going beyond the community relationships was instrumental in allowing Buddhist to access
resources, ideas, and information from institutions of power.
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On the Special Characteristics of Additional Items in the

Landscape Montage Technique
— Focusing on their Connection with the Big Five —

ODA Eiko

Abstract
The aim of this paper is to use the Big Five to perform an objective study of additional items,
and to discover their relationship with the Landscape Montage Technique.

The research was carried out on 34 students at a women's junior college (Average age = 24.26,
standard deviation = 848), and was observed by the writer.

From the results of this study, the following three points were proved.

1. The special characteristics of the additional items in the Landscape Montage Technique were
that many of the items added to the large view group were supplementary items, while those
added to the small and medium view groups were additional items.

2. Amongst the additional items in the Landscape Montage Technique were items connected to
the sky, such as the sun and clouds, which were drawn by many of the students. It was thought
that the reason for this might have been that many of the students who cooperated in the study
were comparatively healthy.

3. With regard to the connection between the Big Five and the additional items in the Landscape
Montage Technique, it was noted that students with a high level of extraversion tended to add
more than ten items, while those with low levels of curiosity or emotional stability tended not to
add items.

The following two points can be suggested as subjects for further study:

1. To analyze each picture made by the individual students, and to analyze their answers to
questions made after completing the paintings.

2. Given the fairly large range of ages within the group of students, we should perform a
comparative study by dividing them into separate developmental age groups.
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SUMMARY
On the Quasi-Passive Pro-Verb -naru in the Oga

Subdialect of Akita

KONDO, Sugaye

In this article the author tries to make a sketch of Quasi-Passive Pro-Verb -na7u in the Oga

Subdialect of Akita.

(a) The dialect has a quasi-passive construction using the intransitive verb na7u (to become)
as a pro-verb (hojo-doshi WhENE) .

(b) The na'’u construction has much in common with the passive construction, regarding its
intransitivity and agent defocusing.

(¢ ) The quasi-passive construction prototypically consists of kanji-go (5 5% Chinese character
phrase) + -na'ru.

(d) It seems to take a few conditions to make the quasi-passive construction: e.g., the onset,

advent or completion of an event, procedure or process.
(e ) The construction seems to have some kind of "aoristhood" or "onceness".
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